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Origin of neutrino mass =  
door to new physics

hadronic colliders (LHC?) -  
could open that door

probing origin  of  mass =  
probing Higgs mechanism



mass from Yukawa couplings
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Charged fermions - origin of mass 

task: analog for neutrinos

one important  failure  =  
neutrino massless
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SM: crux = maximal parity violation
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V-A

Gauge ew theory
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fermions (and gauge bosons) massless
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“V-A was the key”
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 need a Higgs doublet 
-and it suffices

gives mass to all : 
W, Z, charged fermions

diagonal in the physical 
basis of mass eigenstates

Natural Flavor Conservation 
(NFC) 

in neutral currents (GIM)

fermion mass ~W mass 
(or smaller)
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and        diagonal simultaneously

more T’s = the same -  
rotate in one vev direction MZ = 0
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also

needs more Higgs all predictions gone
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LR asymmetry a blessing - 
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vector-like world massive neutrino



Catch 22

need Left-Right symmetry for neutrino

need maximal asymmetry for charged fermions

&

break parity (LR) spontaneously



 Theory of neutrino mass = 
L-R symmetry hidden
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reading on.
(i) In the SM the Higgs boson decay rates are com-

pletely determined by the masses of particles in ques-
tion. This is crux of the Higgs mechanism, completed by
Weinberg [8] and GIM [9]. In particular, the one-to-one
correspondence between masses and Yukawa couplings of
charged fermions allows one to predict the Higgs boson
decays into fermion anti-fermion pairs

�(h ! ff̄) / mh

m2
f

M2
W

. (1)

This is what it means to understand the origin of particle
masses. One can worry why the masses are what they
are, but this question, if it is ever to be answered, comes
after one establishes their Higgs-Weinberg origin.

It is in this sense that the LR symmetric model is the
theory of neutrino mass, as will be discussed in section
VI. In direct analogy with (1) one can predict [6] the
Higgs decay into light and heavy neutrinos, or better,
the decay of heavy right-handed neutrino N (when it is
heavier than the Higgs) into the Higgs and light neutrino.
As an illustration, I give here the relevant expression [10]
for a simplified case described in the section VI

�(Ni ! h⌫j) / �ij m⌫i

m2
Ni

M2
W

. (2)

This would be hard to observe, needles to say; however,
there is an experimentally more accessible decay channel
of right-handed neutrino N into the W boson and charged
lepton [6, 10]

�(Ni ! W `j) / V 2
ijm⌫i

m2
Ni

M2
W

. (3)

where V is the PMNS leptonic mixing matrix.
In the general case the above expressions look some-

what more complicated, but all the essential features are
caught here. One has a complete analogy with the Stan-
dard Model situation regarding the charged fermions,
only now one has to know the (Majorana) masses and
mixings of left and right handed neutrinos separately.
More about it in the section VI.

(ii) The right-handed quark mixing matrix VR has a
simple approximate form [7] as a function of the usual
left-handed CKM matrix VL

(VR)ij ' (VL)ij � i✏
(VL)ik(V

†
LmuVL)kj

mdk +mdj

+O(✏2) (4)

where ✏ is a small unknown expansion parameter. It can
be shown that the left and right mixing angles are almost
the same, and right-handed phases depend only on VL

and ✏. A determined reader should go to the section VII
for more details and for some immediate consequences of
(4) regarding the right-handed mixing angles and phases.

The rest of this short review is organised as follows.
I first discuss the salient features of the theory in the

next section, and then try to give a historical develop-
ment that took one to the seesaw based version of the
model. Thus, in the section IV I go through the original
version of theory that had Dirac neutrinos and struggled
explaining why their masses were so small. The section
V is devoted to the modern version of the theory based
on the seesaw mechanism with naturally light Majorana
neutrinos. Next, I go over the issues (i) and (ii) above in
the sections VI and VII, respectively, before o↵ering an
outlook for the future. I end with an epilogue, in order to
make the presentation not only LR but also top-bottom
symmetric.

III. GENERIC FEATURES

The minimal LR symmetric theory is based on the
SU(2)L ⇥ SU(2)R ⇥ U(1)B�L gauge group, augmented
by the symmetry between the left and right sectors [2–5].
Quarks and leptons are then completely LR symmetric
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. (5)

Clearly, the LR symmetry says that if there is a LH
neutrino, there must be the RH one too and neutrino
cannot remain massless. A desire to cure the left-right
asymmetry of weak interactions lead automatically to
neutrino mass.
The formula for the electromagnetic charge be-

comes [11]

Qem = I3L + I3R +
B � L

2
. (6)

which trades the hard to recall hyper-charge of the SM
for B �L, the physical anomaly-free global symmetry of
the SM, now gauged. Both LR symmetry and the gauged
B � L require the presence of RH neutrinos.
LR symmetries. It is easy to verify that the only

realistic discrete LR symmetries, preserving the kinetic
terms, are P and C, the generalised parity and charge-
conjugation respectively, supplemented by the exchange
of the left and right SU(2) gauge groups (for a recent
discussion and references, see [12]).
Higgs sector. The analog of the SM Higgs doublet is

now a bi-doublet [3–5]

� =


�0
1 �+

2

��
1 ��0⇤

2

�
(7)

in order to provide masses for charged fermions. This
amounts to two SU(2)L doublets, but one of them ends
up being very heavy and e↵ectively decouples from low
energies [5]. In analogy with their charged partners neu-
trinos get Dirac mass.

bi-doublet - 
EW scale
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IV. CLASSIC ERA

So far so good. But what fields should be used for the
large scale of symmetry breaking?

In the original version [3–5] one opted for B � L = 1
LH and RH doublets, i.e. the doublets under SU(2)L and
SU(2)R groups respectively. It seemed a logical choice, a
LR extension of the SM Higgs doublet. Looking back, it
is hard to understand why for some years no alternative
was studied, since there was nothing special about this
choice. After all, we had already used the SU(2)L dou-
blets, in a form of a bi-doublet, in order to give masses
to charged fermions. The large scale Higgs sector deter-
mines the ratio of new gauge boson masses, WR and ZR

but why in the world should it mimic the SM situation
with W and Z? It is both instructive and amusing how
one gets sidetracked and confused at the beginnings.

In any case, one sat down to show that parity could be
broken spontaneously [4, 5]. The symmetry of the poten-
tial tells you immediately that there are only two possi-
bilities: (i) same vevs for LH and RH doublets, unaccept-
able; (ii) one of the two vevs vanishing, as required by
experiment. It was easy to show that there was the stable
minimum with only the RH doublet vev, and the task of
breaking the theory down to the SM was achieved [4, 5].

The main prediction of the model was a massive neu-
trino, a Dirac fermion just like the electron. So why in
the world was it so light?

V. MODERN ERA

So, the theory was prophetic in predicting neutrino
mass so early, years before experiment, but it seemed
to fail to account for its smallness [13]. It turned out
that the problem was not LR symmetric gauge group,
but simply the choice of the heavy Higgs sector. This let
to the with a version of the theory based on the seesaw
mechanism [14–16].

The main point was to chose the right Higgs in or-
der to make RH neutrino a heavy Majorana lepton, so
that it could mix with the LH one and give it in turn
a tiny mass. All that it required was to substitute dou-
blets by the appropriate triplets. In this way, the theory
led naturally to a Majorana neutrino and lepton num-
ber violation (LNV). In our paper [15], Mohapatra and I
emphasised this, and argued that the resulting LNV pro-
cess, the neutrinoless double decay [17], could be easily
generated by new RH sector, and not by small Majorana
neutrino mass. Yet, it is often claimed to this day that
this process is a direct probe of neutrino Majorana mass;
this is simply wrong. Btw, the idea of new physics being
possibly behind the neutrinoless double beta decay dates
back all the way to the late fifties [18].

Some years later Wai-Yee Keung [19] and I made a case
for an analog high-energy Lepton Number Violating pro-
cess, the production and the subsequent decay of the RH
neutrino. We realised that due to its Majorana nature,

the RH neutrino, once produced on-shell would decay
equally into a charged lepton and anti-lepton. This allows
to test and measure directly its Majorana nature, not just
indirectly through low energy e↵ective processes. Also,
besides the usual LNV conserving final state, one would
have direct LNV in the form of the same sign charged
di-leptons and (two) jets. This turns out to be a generic
property of any theory that leads to Majorana neutrino
and has become over the years the paradigm for LNV at
hadronic colliders, and today both CMS and ATLAS are
looking into it.
What follows is a brief, almost telegraphic review of

this subject. A reader that wishes to dig deeper can
consult more detailed recent overviews in [10, 20] or a
classic book on the subject [21], especially regarding the
neutrino stu↵.
In summary, the modern day version of the theory is

based on the seesaw mechanism. The Higgs sector con-
sists of the following multiplets [14, 15]: the bi-doublet
� of (7) and the SU(2)L,R triplets �L,R

�L,R =


�+/

p
2 �++

�0 ��+/
p
2

�

L,R

(8)

The first stage of symmetry breaking down to the SM
symmetry takes the following form [4, 5, 15]

h�0
Li = 0, h�0

Ri = vR (9)

with vR giving masses to the heavy charged and neutral
gauge bosons WR, ZR, right-handed neutrinos and all the
scalars except for the usual Higgs doublet (the light dou-
blet in the bi-doublet �). Next, the neutral components
of � develop vevs and break the SM symmetry down to
U(1)em

h�i = v diag(cos�,� sin�e�ia) (10)

where v is real and positive and � < ⇡/4, 0 < a < 2⇡.
In turn, �L develops a tiny induced vev h�Li /

v2/vR [22] which contributes directly to neutrino mass.
Its smallness is naturally controlled by a small quartic
coupling, sensitive only to the seesaw contribution [22].
I should stress that there is confusion to this day re-

garding the issue of naturalness of small vL, and it is
even argued that parity ought to be broken at the high
scale (with a gauge singlet) in order to make �L heavy
enough, and e↵ectively decouple it from the physics of
the LR theory. However, large scales only add a hierarchy
problem and thus make things worse. A small, protected
coupling is definitely more natural than a large ratio of
mass scales. Moreover, breaking parity through a singlet
vev is physically equivalent to the soft breaking, and is a
step backward towards the original formulation when it
was claimed that parity had to be broken softly.
The soft breaking (or the large scale spontaneous

breaking) alleviates the infamous domain wall prob-
lem [23] of spontaneously broken discrete symmetries,
but this may not be such a problem after all. It turns

L and R triplets 
- LR scale
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So far so good. But what fields should be used for the
large scale of symmetry breaking?

In the original version [3–5] one opted for B � L = 1
LH and RH doublets, i.e. the doublets under SU(2)L and
SU(2)R groups respectively. It seemed a logical choice, a
LR extension of the SM Higgs doublet. Looking back, it
is hard to understand why for some years no alternative
was studied, since there was nothing special about this
choice. After all, we had already used the SU(2)L dou-
blets, in a form of a bi-doublet, in order to give masses
to charged fermions. The large scale Higgs sector deter-
mines the ratio of new gauge boson masses, WR and ZR

but why in the world should it mimic the SM situation
with W and Z? It is both instructive and amusing how
one gets sidetracked and confused at the beginnings.

In any case, one sat down to show that parity could be
broken spontaneously [4, 5]. The symmetry of the poten-
tial tells you immediately that there are only two possi-
bilities: (i) same vevs for LH and RH doublets, unaccept-
able; (ii) one of the two vevs vanishing, as required by
experiment. It was easy to show that there was the stable
minimum with only the RH doublet vev, and the task of
breaking the theory down to the SM was achieved [4, 5].

The main prediction of the model was a massive neu-
trino, a Dirac fermion just like the electron. So why in
the world was it so light?

V. MODERN ERA

So, the theory was prophetic in predicting neutrino
mass so early, years before experiment, but it seemed
to fail to account for its smallness [13]. It turned out
that the problem was not LR symmetric gauge group,
but simply the choice of the heavy Higgs sector. This let
to the with a version of the theory based on the seesaw
mechanism [14–16].

The main point was to chose the right Higgs in or-
der to make RH neutrino a heavy Majorana lepton, so
that it could mix with the LH one and give it in turn
a tiny mass. All that it required was to substitute dou-
blets by the appropriate triplets. In this way, the theory
led naturally to a Majorana neutrino and lepton num-
ber violation (LNV). In our paper [15], Mohapatra and I
emphasised this, and argued that the resulting LNV pro-
cess, the neutrinoless double decay [17], could be easily
generated by new RH sector, and not by small Majorana
neutrino mass. Yet, it is often claimed to this day that
this process is a direct probe of neutrino Majorana mass;
this is simply wrong. Btw, the idea of new physics being
possibly behind the neutrinoless double beta decay dates
back all the way to the late fifties [18].

Some years later Wai-Yee Keung [19] and I made a case
for an analog high-energy Lepton Number Violating pro-
cess, the production and the subsequent decay of the RH
neutrino. We realised that due to its Majorana nature,

the RH neutrino, once produced on-shell would decay
equally into a charged lepton and anti-lepton. This allows
to test and measure directly its Majorana nature, not just
indirectly through low energy e↵ective processes. Also,
besides the usual LNV conserving final state, one would
have direct LNV in the form of the same sign charged
di-leptons and (two) jets. This turns out to be a generic
property of any theory that leads to Majorana neutrino
and has become over the years the paradigm for LNV at
hadronic colliders, and today both CMS and ATLAS are
looking into it.
What follows is a brief, almost telegraphic review of

this subject. A reader that wishes to dig deeper can
consult more detailed recent overviews in [10, 20] or a
classic book on the subject [21], especially regarding the
neutrino stu↵.
In summary, the modern day version of the theory is

based on the seesaw mechanism. The Higgs sector con-
sists of the following multiplets [14, 15]: the bi-doublet
� of (7) and the SU(2)L,R triplets �L,R
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The first stage of symmetry breaking down to the SM
symmetry takes the following form [4, 5, 15]

h�0
Li = 0, h�0

Ri = vR (9)

with vR giving masses to the heavy charged and neutral
gauge bosons WR, ZR, right-handed neutrinos and all the
scalars except for the usual Higgs doublet (the light dou-
blet in the bi-doublet �). Next, the neutral components
of � develop vevs and break the SM symmetry down to
U(1)em

h�i = v diag(cos�,� sin�e�ia) (10)

where v is real and positive and � < ⇡/4, 0 < a < 2⇡.
In turn, �L develops a tiny induced vev h�Li /

v2/vR [22] which contributes directly to neutrino mass.
Its smallness is naturally controlled by a small quartic
coupling, sensitive only to the seesaw contribution [22].
I should stress that there is confusion to this day re-

garding the issue of naturalness of small vL, and it is
even argued that parity ought to be broken at the high
scale (with a gauge singlet) in order to make �L heavy
enough, and e↵ectively decouple it from the physics of
the LR theory. However, large scales only add a hierarchy
problem and thus make things worse. A small, protected
coupling is definitely more natural than a large ratio of
mass scales. Moreover, breaking parity through a singlet
vev is physically equivalent to the soft breaking, and is a
step backward towards the original formulation when it
was claimed that parity had to be broken softly.
The soft breaking (or the large scale spontaneous

breaking) alleviates the infamous domain wall prob-
lem [23] of spontaneously broken discrete symmetries,
but this may not be such a problem after all. It turns

GLR = SU(2)L ⇥ SU(2)R ⇥ U(1)B�L

(2, 2, 0)

(1, 3, 2)

(3, 1, 2)

-          and N mass
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broken spontaneously [4, 5]. The symmetry of the poten-
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able; (ii) one of the two vevs vanishing, as required by
experiment. It was easy to show that there was the stable
minimum with only the RH doublet vev, and the task of
breaking the theory down to the SM was achieved [4, 5].

The main prediction of the model was a massive neu-
trino, a Dirac fermion just like the electron. So why in
the world was it so light?
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So, the theory was prophetic in predicting neutrino
mass so early, years before experiment, but it seemed
to fail to account for its smallness [13]. It turned out
that the problem was not LR symmetric gauge group,
but simply the choice of the heavy Higgs sector. This let
to the with a version of the theory based on the seesaw
mechanism [14–16].

The main point was to chose the right Higgs in or-
der to make RH neutrino a heavy Majorana lepton, so
that it could mix with the LH one and give it in turn
a tiny mass. All that it required was to substitute dou-
blets by the appropriate triplets. In this way, the theory
led naturally to a Majorana neutrino and lepton num-
ber violation (LNV). In our paper [15], Mohapatra and I
emphasised this, and argued that the resulting LNV pro-
cess, the neutrinoless double decay [17], could be easily
generated by new RH sector, and not by small Majorana
neutrino mass. Yet, it is often claimed to this day that
this process is a direct probe of neutrino Majorana mass;
this is simply wrong. Btw, the idea of new physics being
possibly behind the neutrinoless double beta decay dates
back all the way to the late fifties [18].

Some years later Wai-Yee Keung [19] and I made a case
for an analog high-energy Lepton Number Violating pro-
cess, the production and the subsequent decay of the RH
neutrino. We realised that due to its Majorana nature,

the RH neutrino, once produced on-shell would decay
equally into a charged lepton and anti-lepton. This allows
to test and measure directly its Majorana nature, not just
indirectly through low energy e↵ective processes. Also,
besides the usual LNV conserving final state, one would
have direct LNV in the form of the same sign charged
di-leptons and (two) jets. This turns out to be a generic
property of any theory that leads to Majorana neutrino
and has become over the years the paradigm for LNV at
hadronic colliders, and today both CMS and ATLAS are
looking into it.
What follows is a brief, almost telegraphic review of

this subject. A reader that wishes to dig deeper can
consult more detailed recent overviews in [10, 20] or a
classic book on the subject [21], especially regarding the
neutrino stu↵.
In summary, the modern day version of the theory is

based on the seesaw mechanism. The Higgs sector con-
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The first stage of symmetry breaking down to the SM
symmetry takes the following form [4, 5, 15]

h�0
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with vR giving masses to the heavy charged and neutral
gauge bosons WR, ZR, right-handed neutrinos and all the
scalars except for the usual Higgs doublet (the light dou-
blet in the bi-doublet �). Next, the neutral components
of � develop vevs and break the SM symmetry down to
U(1)em

h�i = v diag(cos�,� sin�e�ia) (10)

where v is real and positive and � < ⇡/4, 0 < a < 2⇡.
In turn, �L develops a tiny induced vev h�Li /

v2/vR [22] which contributes directly to neutrino mass.
Its smallness is naturally controlled by a small quartic
coupling, sensitive only to the seesaw contribution [22].
I should stress that there is confusion to this day re-

garding the issue of naturalness of small vL, and it is
even argued that parity ought to be broken at the high
scale (with a gauge singlet) in order to make �L heavy
enough, and e↵ectively decouple it from the physics of
the LR theory. However, large scales only add a hierarchy
problem and thus make things worse. A small, protected
coupling is definitely more natural than a large ratio of
mass scales. Moreover, breaking parity through a singlet
vev is physically equivalent to the soft breaking, and is a
step backward towards the original formulation when it
was claimed that parity had to be broken softly.
The soft breaking (or the large scale spontaneous

breaking) alleviates the infamous domain wall prob-
lem [23] of spontaneously broken discrete symmetries,
but this may not be such a problem after all. It turns
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<latexit sha1_base64="MfxbgB28m5Gw63clbzJ8V47SgPs=">AAACAHicbVC7SgNBFL0bXzG+Vi0sbAaDYBV2o6CFQkALC4so5iHJusxOZpMhsw9mZoWwpPFXbCwUsfUz7PwbJ8kimnjgwplz7mXuPV7MmVSW9WXk5uYXFpfyy4WV1bX1DXNzqy6jRBBaIxGPRNPDknIW0ppiitNmLCgOPE4bXv985DceqJAsCm/VIKZOgLsh8xnBSkuuuXPnti8oV/j+Cp2hn8eNaxatkjUGmiV2RoqQoeqan+1ORJKAhopwLGXLtmLlpFgoRjgdFtqJpDEmfdylLU1DHFDppOMDhmhfKx3kR0JXqNBY/T2R4kDKQeDpzgCrnpz2RuJ/XitR/omTsjBOFA3J5CM/4UhFaJQG6jBBieIDTTARTO+KSA8LTJTOrKBDsKdPniX1csk+LJWvj4qV0yyOPOzCHhyADcdQgUuoQg0IDOEJXuDVeDSejTfjfdKaM7KZbfgD4+MbCEOVYg==</latexit>

Y L
� = Y R⇤

�
<latexit sha1_base64="gtFEKHBdH3wxW95QF/v0o7WCRYs=">AAACA3icbVC7SgNBFJ2Nrxhfq3baDAZBLMJuFLRQCGhhYRHFPCRZl9nJTTJk9sHMrBCWgI2/YmOhiK0/YeffOEkW0cQDF86ccy9z7/EizqSyrC8jMzM7N7+QXcwtLa+srpnrG1UZxoJChYY8FHWPSOAsgIpiikM9EkB8j0PN650N/do9CMnC4Eb1I3B80glYm1GitOSaW7du8xy4IneX+BT/PJLr/YFr5q2CNQKeJnZK8ihF2TU/m62Qxj4EinIiZcO2IuUkRChGOQxyzVhCRGiPdKChaUB8kE4yumGAd7XSwu1Q6AoUHqm/JxLiS9n3Pd3pE9WVk95Q/M9rxKp97CQsiGIFAR1/1I45ViEeBoJbTABVvK8JoYLpXTHtEkGo0rHldAj25MnTpFos2AeF4tVhvnSSxpFF22gH7SEbHaESukBlVEEUPaAn9IJejUfj2Xgz3setGSOd2UR/YHx8A0g+lqI=</latexit>

�L ! �R⇤
<latexit sha1_base64="D6K6MEwA7Wr75Ij6L3T1vVAytFs=">AAACAXicbVDLSgMxFM34rPU16kZwEyyCuCgzVdCFi4IuXLioYh/QGUsmTdvQTGZI7ghlqBt/xY0LRdz6F+78G9N2Ftp6IHByzr0k5wSx4Boc59uam19YXFrOreRX19Y3Nu2t7ZqOEkVZlUYiUo2AaCa4ZFXgIFgjVoyEgWD1oH8x8usPTGkeyTsYxMwPSVfyDqcEjNSyd71LJoDcX2MPIpxd0tujYcsuOEVnDDxL3IwUUIZKy/7y2hFNQiaBCqJ103Vi8FOigFPBhnkv0SwmtE+6rGmoJCHTfjpOMMQHRmnjTqTMkYDH6u+NlIRaD8LATIYEenraG4n/ec0EOmd+ymWcAJN08lAnEdiEHdWB21wxCmJgCKGKm79i2iOKUDCl5U0J7nTkWVIrFd3jYunmpFA+z+rIoT20jw6Ri05RGV2hCqoiih7RM3pFb9aT9WK9Wx+T0Tkr29lBf2B9/gBJw5Yg</latexit>

�L ! �R
<latexit sha1_base64="DFdiwJvWtyynjkvMqZnE+jW3qTo=">AAACAHicbVC9TsMwGHTKXyl/AQYGFosKialKChIMDJVgYGAoiLZITagc122tOk5kf0Gqoiy8CgsDCLHyGGy8DW6bAVpOsnS++z7Zd0EsuAbH+bYKC4tLyyvF1dLa+sbmlr2909RRoihr0EhE6j4gmgkuWQM4CHYfK0bCQLBWMLwY+61HpjSP5B2MYuaHpC95j1MCRurYe94lE0AerrEHEc4v6W3WsctOxZkAzxM3J2WUo96xv7xuRJOQSaCCaN12nRj8lCjgVLCs5CWaxYQOSZ+1DZUkZNpPJwEyfGiULu5FyhwJeKL+3khJqPUoDMxkSGCgZ72x+J/XTqB35qdcxgkwSacP9RKBTdZxG7jLFaMgRoYQqrj5K6YDoggF01nJlODORp4nzWrFPa5Ub07KtfO8jiLaRwfoCLnoFNXQFaqjBqIoQ8/oFb1ZT9aL9W59TEcLVr6zi/7A+vwB3NOV7A==</latexit>



Minkowski ‘77

Mohapatra, GS ‘79
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N - gauge interactions - WR  

new physics:

Seesaw

neutrino mass related to  
amount of P violation

N 

nu - N mass matrix

⌫

MN / MWR

✓
0 MT

D
MD MN

◆

<latexit sha1_base64="aiwEZdcGcUlR9wn23J5Sb8aArYA="></latexit>

Majorana neutrino
Yanagida ’79

Glashow ’79

Gell-Mann et al ’79



Seesaw - also type II 

vL = �
m2

W

vR
<latexit sha1_base64="/RqccNf3PROzwu83BcU+szf+8g4=">AAACCHicbVC9TsMwGHTKXyl/AUYGLCokpiopSLCAKrEwMBREW6QmRI7jtFbtJLKdSlWUkYVXYWEAIVYegY23wW0zQMtJlk533+nzd37CqFSW9W2UFhaXllfKq5W19Y3NLXN7py3jVGDSwjGLxb2PJGE0Ii1FFSP3iSCI+4x0/MHl2O8MiZA0ju7UKCEuR72IhhQjpSXP3B961/AcOkxHAgSdUCCcca/zUM+zoXebe2bVqlkTwHliF6QKCjQ988sJYpxyEinMkJRd20qUmyGhKGYkrzipJAnCA9QjXU0jxIl0s8khOTzUSgDDWOgXKThRfycyxKUccV9PcqT6ctYbi/953VSFZ25GoyRVJMLTRWHKoIrhuBUYUEGwYiNNEBZU/xXiPtJdKN1dRZdgz548T9r1mn1cq9+cVBsXRR1lsAcOwBGwwSlogCvQBC2AwSN4Bq/gzXgyXox342M6WjKKzC74A+PzB6jcmR4=</latexit>

h�Li = vL
<latexit sha1_base64="pN6m0LzsoGUwZCMU2Werjjn8Vjo=">AAACB3icbVA9SwNBEN2LXzF+nVoKshgEq3AXBW2UgBYWKSKYRMgdx95mkizZ2zt29wIhpLPxr9hYKGLrX7Dz37hJrtDEBwOP92aYmRcmnCntON9Wbml5ZXUtv17Y2Nza3rF39xoqTiWFOo15LB9CooAzAXXNNIeHRAKJQg7NsH898ZsDkIrF4l4PE/Aj0hWswyjRRgrsQ48T0eWAvRvgmgRV7MmZcIkHQTWwi07JmQIvEjcjRZShFthfXjumaQRCU06UarlOov0RkZpRDuOClypICO2TLrQMFSQC5Y+mf4zxsVHauBNLU0Ljqfp7YkQipYZRaDojontq3puI/3mtVHcu/BETSapB0NmiTsqxjvEkFNxmEqjmQ0MIlczcimmPSEK1ia5gQnDnX14kjXLJPS2V786Klassjjw6QEfoBLnoHFXQLaqhOqLoET2jV/RmPVkv1rv1MWvNWdnMPvoD6/MHT9yYSg==</latexit>

induced vev - 
hierarchy of weak 
isospin breaking

M⌫ =
vL
vR

MN �MT
D

1

MN
MD

<latexit sha1_base64="8dHWEBSNOTwID4ztOwnglfmSKSw=">AAACHnicbVDLSgMxFM3UV62vqks3wSK4scxURTdKwS5cWKnSF7R1yKSZNjSTGZJMoQzzJW78FTcuFBFc6d+YtrPQ1gO5HM65l5t7nIBRqUzz20gtLC4tr6RXM2vrG5tb2e2duvRDgUkN+8wXTQdJwignNUUVI81AEOQ5jDScwdXYbwyJkNTnVTUKSMdDPU5dipHSkp09LdttHsIL2HYFwtHQvol1uY9h2b6FR7qWHqqJZ8WRFsdOyc7mzLw5AZwnVkJyIEHFzn62uz4OPcIVZkjKlmUGqhMhoShmJM60Q0kChAeoR1qacuQR2Ykm58XwQCtd6PpCP67gRP09ESFPypHn6E4Pqb6c9cbif14rVO55J6I8CBXheLrIDRlUPhxnBbtUEKzYSBOEBdV/hbiPdBZKJ5rRIVizJ8+TeiFvHecLdye54mUSRxrsgX1wCCxwBorgGlRADWDwCJ7BK3gznowX4934mLamjGRmF/yB8fUDXx+gwQ==</latexit>

for simplicity and clarity 
- ignore type II  

- no loss of generality



⇥ = MD/MNnu - N mixing

 N decays

determine MD - 
function of neutrino and N masses

YD = MD/v
<latexit sha1_base64="3HVGg+BRAklnKBWezJ+BypPPLuo=">AAAB83icbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU02qoBehaA9ehAr2Q9oQNttNu3SzCbubQgn9G148KOLVP+PNf+O2zUFbHww83pthZp4fc6a0bX9buZXVtfWN/GZha3tnd6+4f9BUUSIJbZCIR7LtY0U5E7Shmea0HUuKQ5/Tlj+8nfqtEZWKReJRj2PqhrgvWMAI1kbqPnk1dI3uvdoZGnnFkl22Z0DLxMlICTLUveJXtxeRJKRCE46V6jh2rN0US80Ip5NCN1E0xmSI+7RjqMAhVW46u3mCTozSQ0EkTQmNZurviRSHSo1D33SGWA/UojcV//M6iQ6u3JSJONFUkPmiIOFIR2gaAOoxSYnmY0MwkczcisgAS0y0ialgQnAWX14mzUrZOS9XHi5K1ZssjjwcwTGcggOXUIU7qEMDCMTwDK/wZiXWi/Vufcxbc1Y2cwh/YH3+AKuSkCQ=</latexit>

yf =
g

2

mf

mW
analog of SM - charged fermions

M⌫
<latexit sha1_base64="rl1WNNi9NvfdMdqwVdkmj5HxC+U=">AAAB7HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mqoMeiFy9CBdMW2lA220m7dLMJuxuhlP4GLx4U8eoP8ua/cdvmoK0PBh7vzTAzL0wF18Z1v53C2vrG5lZxu7Szu7d/UD48auokUwx9lohEtUOqUXCJvuFGYDtVSONQYCsc3c781hMqzRP5aMYpBjEdSB5xRo2V/PteV2a9csWtunOQVeLlpAI5Gr3yV7efsCxGaZigWnc8NzXBhCrDmcBpqZtpTCkb0QF2LJU0Rh1M5sdOyZlV+iRKlC1pyFz9PTGhsdbjOLSdMTVDvezNxP+8Tmai62DCZZoZlGyxKMoEMQmZfU76XCEzYmwJZYrbWwkbUkWZsfmUbAje8surpFmrehfV2sNlpX6Tx1GEEziFc/DgCupwBw3wgQGHZ3iFN0c6L86787FoLTj5zDH8gfP5A7ETjps=</latexit>

- oscillations …

MN
<latexit sha1_base64="5I6whhE9JkPjCZixTDMGaDq8gEg=">AAAB6nicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKexGQY9BL16UiOYByRJmJ5NkyOzsMtMrhCWf4MWDIl79Im/+jZNkD5pY0FBUddPdFcRSGHTdbye3srq2vpHfLGxt7+zuFfcPGiZKNON1FslItwJquBSK11Gg5K1YcxoGkjeD0fXUbz5xbUSkHnEccz+kAyX6glG00sNt965bLLlldwayTLyMlCBDrVv86vQiloRcIZPUmLbnxuinVKNgkk8KncTwmLIRHfC2pYqG3Pjp7NQJObFKj/QjbUshmam/J1IaGjMOA9sZUhyaRW8q/ue1E+xf+qlQcYJcsfmifiIJRmT6N+kJzRnKsSWUaWFvJWxINWVo0ynYELzFl5dJo1L2zsqV+/NS9SqLIw9HcAyn4MEFVOEGalAHBgN4hld4c6Tz4rw7H/PWnJPNHMIfOJ8/92GNlg==</latexit>

- colliders (LHC?)

Origin of neutrino mass

N ! `LW
+

<latexit sha1_base64="7Ae7FBNeD8Jzw5MJC5sbzijEJJk=">AAAB+XicbVBNS8NAEN3Ur1q/oh69LBZBEEpSBT0WvXgQqWA/oIlhs522SzebsLsplNB/4sWDIl79J978N27bHLT1wcDjvRlm5oUJZ0o7zrdVWFldW98obpa2tnd29+z9g6aKU0mhQWMey3ZIFHAmoKGZ5tBOJJAo5NAKhzdTvzUCqVgsHvU4AT8ifcF6jBJtpMC277GnY+wB58Edbj2dBXbZqTgz4GXi5qSMctQD+8vrxjSNQGjKiVId10m0nxGpGeUwKXmpgoTQIelDx1BBIlB+Nrt8gk+M0sW9WJoSGs/U3xMZiZQaR6HpjIgeqEVvKv7ndVLdu/IzJpJUg6DzRb2UY/PrNAbcZRKo5mNDCJXM3IrpgEhCtQmrZEJwF19eJs1qxT2vVB8uyrXrPI4iOkLH6BS56BLV0C2qowaiaISe0St6szLrxXq3PuatBSufOUR/YH3+AKjNkmA=</latexit>



N N⌫ ⌫

YD YD

� �add heavy N to SM  

determines N production 
and decays:

N ! ⌫Z N ! ⌫h

N ! `W

= definition of seesaw

MD = YD v

⇥ = MD/MN ✓ij ⌧ 1

Forget LR - keep seesaw 



Trouble

OTO = 1 arbitrary complex orthogonal matrix

Casas, Ibarra ’01

• Cannot determine MD

• produce N

 neutrino lightness accidental -  
not really seesaw 

needs large O

through ⇥ = MD/MN

MD =
p
MNO

p
M⌫

<latexit sha1_base64="40elCyJHLFljOk/DMrw0wy1ZG2M=">AAACBnicbZDLSsNAFIYn9VbrLepShMEiuCpJFXShUNCFm2oFe4EmhMl00g6dTOLMRCihKze+ihsXirj1Gdz5Nk7bINr6w8DHf87hzPn9mFGpLOvLyM3NLywu5ZcLK6tr6xvm5lZDRonApI4jFomWjyRhlJO6ooqRViwICn1Gmn7/fFRv3hMhacRv1SAmboi6nAYUI6Utz9ytehfwDDryTihY9a7g9Q87PPHMolWyxoKzYGdQBJlqnvnpdCKchIQrzJCUbduKlZsioShmZFhwEklihPuoS9oaOQqJdNPxGUO4r50ODCKhH1dw7P6eSFEo5SD0dWeIVE9O10bmf7V2ooITN6U8ThTheLIoSBhUERxlAjtUEKzYQAPCguq/QtxDAmGlkyvoEOzpk2ehUS7Zh6XyzVGxcprFkQc7YA8cABscgwq4BDVQBxg8gCfwAl6NR+PZeDPeJ605I5vZBn9kfHwDe+CXOA==</latexit>

(no upper limit on the elements)

back to LR



Effective d=5 operator
Weinberg ’79only SM degrees of freedom

negligible
` =

✓
⌫
e

◆

L

Leff = cij
�� `i `j

M
M ij

⌫ ' cij
M2

W

M

yM⌫ =
g

2

m⌫

MW

Majorana mass 

no new observable physics,  
all suppressed by c/M ~ nu mass Leff ' M ij

⌫
�� `i `j
M2

W



Nature of neutrino mass

Lepton Number Violation

Keung, GS  ’83

Furry ’38

•hadronic colliders -  LHC      

•neutrinoless double beta       

talk -> connection between the two

seesaw -> Majorana

Majorana  ‘37



p

W

n

⌫e

⌫e

W
pn

⌦mM
⌫

e

e

Neutrinoless double-beta decay

(p ' 100 MeV )A� �
G2

F mee
�

p2

⌧0⌫2� & 1025yr
<latexit sha1_base64="TwefmwMNcIZtWZMVuhIzumaAXu8=">AAACEHicbVC7TsMwFHXKq5RXgJHFokIwVUkBwcBQiYWxSPQhNSVyXLe16jiRfYMURfkEFn6FhQGEWBnZ+BvcxwAtR7J0dM49ur4niAXX4DjfVmFpeWV1rbhe2tjc2t6xd/eaOkoUZQ0aiUi1A6KZ4JI1gINg7VgxEgaCtYLR9dhvPTCleSTvII1ZNyQDyfucEjCSbx97QBI/c7AnE1z1AgYkx94ATCLEroPvs+p5jlPl22Wn4kyAF4k7I2U0Q923v7xeRJOQSaCCaN1xnRi6GVHAqWB5yUs0iwkdkQHrGCpJyHQ3mxyU4yOj9HA/UuZJwBP1dyIjodZpGJjJkMBQz3tj8T+vk0D/sptxGSfAJJ0u6icCQ4TH7eAeV4yCSA0hVHHzV0yHRBEKpsOSKcGdP3mRNKsV97RSvT0r165mdRTRATpEJ8hFF6iGblAdNRBFj+gZvaI368l6sd6tj+lowZpl9tEfWJ8/Xb+bgA==</latexit>

m⌫ . 1eV

Mohapatra, GS ’79, 81

Tello et al  ‘11  p

W

n

W
pn

⌦

e

e

Ne

Ne

mN

R

R

MWR ' mN ' TeV

RR / 1

M4
WR

1

mN

L-R 

LHC connection?Probe of Majorana mass?



lightest neutrino mass in eV

normal

inverted

|m
ee �

|i
n

e
V
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10�4 0.001 0.01 0.1 1
10�4
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c
o
s
m

o
l
o
g
y

• normal hierarchy not 
observable  -would 
need new physics 

• e comes out RH - would 
need new physics  

Gerda, Exo, Majorana, Cuore =Heart…

untangle with different isotopes  
Ge, Lindner, Patra ‘15

Faessler et al  ‘11



lightest neutrino mass in eV

normal

inverted

MWR = 3.5 TeV

largest mN = 0.5 TeV

|M
ee N

|i
n

e
V

10

�4
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1

Right

lightest mN in GeV

lightest neutrino mass in eV

normal

inverted

MWR = 3.5 TeV

largest mN = 0.5 TeV

|m
ee �

+
N
|i

n
e
V

1 10 100 400 500
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1

Left + Right

VR = V ⇤
L mN / m⌫

Tello, Nemevsek, Nesti, GS, Vissani ‘10

Chakrab0rrty, Devi, Goswami, Patra ’12

Das, Deppisch, Kittel, Valle ’12
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illustrate: type II seesaw

Helo, Kovalenko, Hirsch ‘13

Huang, Lopez ‘14

Awasthi, Dasgupta, Mitra ‘16

Ge, Lindner, Patra ‘15



1

⇤5
nn p p e e

<latexit sha1_base64="OZAscAMBvJ7dtBPKxcrfwXh/VrY=">AAACF3icbVC7TsMwFHV4lvIKMLJYVEgMKEoKCMYKFgaGItGH1ITKcZzWquNEtoNURfkLFn6FhQGEWGHjb3DaDNBypCMdnXOv7Hv8hFGpbPvbWFhcWl5ZraxV1zc2t7bNnd22jFOBSQvHLBZdH0nCKCctRRUj3UQQFPmMdPzRVZF3HoiQNOZ3apwQL0IDTkOKkdJW37TcUCAMMyeHmXuj9wJ0f5a7x5CXTEqSgrBv1mzLngDOC6cUNVCi2Te/3CDGaUS4wgxJ2XPsRHkZEopiRvKqm0qSIDxCA9LTkqOISC+b3JXDQ+0EMIyFJldw4v7eyFAk5Tjy9WSE1FDOZoX5X9ZLVXjhZZQnqSIcTx8KUwZVDIuSYEAFwYqNtUBYUP1XiIdIF6V0lVVdgjN78rxo1y3nxKrfntYal2UdFbAPDsARcMA5aIBr0AQtgMEjeAav4M14Ml6Md+NjOrpglDt74A+Mzx/xzpya</latexit>

Effective interaction

⌧0⌫2� & 1025yr
<latexit sha1_base64="TwefmwMNcIZtWZMVuhIzumaAXu8=">AAACEHicbVC7TsMwFHXKq5RXgJHFokIwVUkBwcBQiYWxSPQhNSVyXLe16jiRfYMURfkEFn6FhQGEWBnZ+BvcxwAtR7J0dM49ur4niAXX4DjfVmFpeWV1rbhe2tjc2t6xd/eaOkoUZQ0aiUi1A6KZ4JI1gINg7VgxEgaCtYLR9dhvPTCleSTvII1ZNyQDyfucEjCSbx97QBI/c7AnE1z1AgYkx94ATCLEroPvs+p5jlPl22Wn4kyAF4k7I2U0Q923v7xeRJOQSaCCaN1xnRi6GVHAqWB5yUs0iwkdkQHrGCpJyHQ3mxyU4yOj9HA/UuZJwBP1dyIjodZpGJjJkMBQz3tj8T+vk0D/sptxGSfAJJ0u6icCQ4TH7eAeV4yCSA0hVHHzV0yHRBEKpsOSKcGdP3mRNKsV97RSvT0r165mdRTRATpEJ8hFF6iGblAdNRBFj+gZvaI368l6sd6tj+lowZpl9tEfWJ8/Xb+bgA==</latexit>

⇤ & 103 � 104GeV
<latexit sha1_base64="Yfx6bnC/JrYfftrWAc+0yz04GsY=">AAACCHicbVA7T8MwGHTKq5RXgJEBiwqJhSppK8HAUIkBBoYi0YfUhMpx3Naq7US2g1RFHVn4KywMIMTKT2Dj3+C2GaDlJMunu/tkfxfEjCrtON9Wbml5ZXUtv17Y2Nza3rF395oqSiQmDRyxSLYDpAijgjQ01Yy0Y0kQDxhpBcPLid96IFLRSNzpUUx8jvqC9ihG2khd+9C7MeEQQa+vTYpD17lPK+NTc1XhFWl27aJTcqaAi8TNSBFkqHftLy+McMKJ0JghpTquE2s/RVJTzMi44CWKxAgPUZ90DBWIE+Wn00XG8NgoIexF0hyh4VT9PZEirtSIBybJkR6oeW8i/ud1Et0791Mq4kQTgWcP9RIGdQQnrcCQSoI1GxmCsKTmrxAPkERYm+4KpgR3fuVF0iyX3EqpfFst1i6yOvLgAByBE+CCM1AD16AOGgCDR/AMXsGb9WS9WO/Wxyyas7KZffAH1ucPwQ2X2g==</latexit>

1

⇤2
q q q e
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LNV @ colliders = same sign leptons   
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Figure 5: Production of lepton number violating same sign dileptons at col-
liders through WR and N

heavy particles needed to complete the SM in order to have m� �= 0 (such as
NR).

It is thus crucial to have a direct measure of lepton number violation
which can probe the source of neutrino Majorana mass. This is provided by
the same sign dilepton production at colliders as we discuss below.

7.2 Lepton number violation at colliders

We have just seen that ��0 is obscured by various contributions which are
not easy to disentangle. We need some direct tests of the origin of �L = 2,
i.e. these-saw mechanism. This comes about from possible direct production
of the right-handed neutrinos through a WR production. The crucial point
here is the Majorana nature of N : once produced at decays equally often
into leptons and antileptons. This led us [27] to suggest a direct production
of the same sign dileptons at colliders as a manifestation of �L = 2. The
most promising channel is ⇧⇧+2 jets as seen form Fig.5.

One can also imagine a production of N through its couplings to WL

(proportional to yD), but this is a long shot. It would require large yD and
large cancellations among the in order to have small m� . This could be
achieved in principle by fine-tuning, but is not the see-saw mechanism.

The crucial characteristics

1. no missing energy which helps to fight the background
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• mu -> 3 e Bµ!3e . 10�12
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Figure 2.3: Feynman diagrams of µ ! e+ee

When MWR is not more than few TeV, there are only three ways that can make this

branching ratio small enough to comply with the experimental constraint given in Table2.3:

BRexp(µ ! e+ee) < 10�12 (2.11)

For example, an almost diagonal right-handed mixing matrix VR ' 1, or an almost degen-

erate heavy neutrino spectra mN1 ' mN2 ' mN3 are enough to make (2.10) vanish. But

far more interesting is when the ratio mNi/m�

++ is small itself. Indeed, for MWR at the

reach of LHC, the following ratio:
mNi

m
�

++
. 1

10
(2.12)

will ensure that for any VR and any heavy neutrino hierarchy the branching ratio agrees

with the experimental limit given in Table 2.3.

Radiative decay µ ! e�

We now calculate the radiative decay rate of `
1

! `
2

� with the help of [50] and update

the formulas presented in [51] by including the mixing of light and heavy neutrinos. The

relevant Feynman diagrams are shown in Figure 2.4. The e↵ective Hamiltonian reads as

follows:

H`1!`2� = `
2

�µ⌫
⇥

(�LL + �LR)
21

�R + (�RR + �RL)
21

�L
⇤

`
1

Fµ⌫ (2.13)

and total decay rate is given by the following generic formula:

�(`
1

! `
2

�) =
m3

`1

16⇡

⇣

|(�LL + �LR)
21

|2 + |(�RR + �RL)
21

|2
⌘

(2.14)
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• mu - conversion: mu+x -> e + X SINDRUM IIBµ!e < 7⇥ 10�13
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Figure 2.5: Feynman diagrams of muon conversion.

of the proton on the outgoing electron, and �
cap

is the capture rate. These values can be

found tabulated for every element in [52]. For example, for Au we have V (p)

Au

= 0.0974m5/2

µ

and �Au

cap

' 6 �µ. Taking the enhancement in the region of phenomenologically interest

log2 ⇠ 2 ⇥ 102 one finds:

B(µAu ! eAu) ' 5 ⇥ 10�10

✓
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◆
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2

eµ

(2.25)

The muon conversion mediated by the doubly charged scalars is therefore slightly more

constrained than the decay µ ! e�. Both branching ratios are theoretically of the same

order because the additional factor of ↵ in the muon conversion gets balanced by the large

logarithm coming from the loop, but at the same time the limits on the conversion are

roughly one order of magnitude stronger.

2.5 Interplay between di↵erent LFV processes

Lepton flavor violation could vanish if the right-handed mixing matrix is nearly diagonal.

So a definite prediction can not be made and the di↵erent rates depend crucially on

VR. For a generic VR one could also have a particular mass spectrum of right-handed

heavy neutrinos which could make the rate of one or more processes vanish as well. The

interesting processes with high sensitivity are µ ! e+ee, µ ! e�, and µ-e in the nuclei.

The common flavor dependence of µ ! e� and µ-e conversion is given by:

(MNM⇤
N )eµ = �m2

12

c
13

s
12

(c
12

c
23

� e�ids
12

s
13

s
23

) + e�id�m2

13

s
13

c
13

s
23

(2.26)

with �m2

12

, �m2

13

the mass squared di↵erence of the heavy neutrinos and with s
12

=

sin ✓R
12

, etc. This factor can vanish for some �m2

13

and �m2

13

. For µ ! e+ee one have

additionally the freedom of the Majorana phases and they can easily make the rate vanish

as well. So without the masses mN we can not constrain our parameter space either. The

problem is that we have only three competitive processes. We could have done more if
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• mu ->e gamma Bµ!e� < 4⇥ 10�13 MEG ‘16
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Figure 2.4: Feynman diagrams of µ ! e�.

The matrices �LL,�LR,�LR and �RL are found to be:

�LL = m`1
eGF

4
p

2⇡2

M2

W

M2

WR

✓

1

24

M⇤
NMN

m2

�

+
L

+
1

3

M⇤
NMN

m2

�

++
L

◆

(2.15a)

�RR = m`1
eGF

4
p

2⇡2

M2

W

M2

WR

✓

1

8

MNM⇤
N

M2

WR

+
1

3

MNM⇤
N

m2

�

++
R

◆

(2.15b)

�LR = m`1
eGF

4
p

2⇡2

✓

⇥†V ⇤
RF1

(t)V T
R ⇥ � ⇠⇤⇥†V ⇤

RF2

(t)V T
R
M⇤

N

m`1

◆

(2.15c)

�RL = m`1
eGF

4
p

2⇡2

✓

|⇠|2V ⇤
RF1

(t)V T
R � MN

m`1
V ⇤

RF2

(t)V T
R ⇠⇥

◆

(2.15d)

where the loop fuctions entering in �LR and �RL are:

F
1

(t) =
�4t3 + 45t2 � 33t + 10

12(t � 1)3
� 3t3 log t

2(t � 1)4
(2.16)

F
2

(t) =
t2 � 11t + 4

2(t � 1)2
+

3t2 log t

(t � 1)3
(2.17)

where t = m2

N/M2

W . Moreover, as we are interested in a low scale of heavy neutrinos,

we have taken the limit mN ⌧ MWR and simplified an extra loop function present in the

gauge component of �RR. The branching ratio µ ! e� normalize to the standard muon
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1 Introduction

Left–right symmetric models [1–9] (LRSMs) attempt to explain the broken parity symmetry of
the weak interaction in the Standard Model (SM) and can introduce, depending on the form of the
LRSM, right-handed counterparts to the W and Z bosons (WR and Z

R

), and right-handed heavy
neutrinos (NR). A search for WR boson and NR neutrino production in a final state containing two
charged leptons and two jets (`` j j) with ` = e, µ is presented here. The exact process of interest is
the Keung–SenjanoviÊ (KS) process [10], shown in Figure 1. When the WR boson is heavier than
the NR neutrino (m

WR > m
NR), the on-shell WR mass can be reconstructed from the invariant mass

of the `` j j system, whereas, when m
NR > m

WR, the on-shell WR mass can be reconstructed from the
invariant mass of the j j system. Only ee and µµ lepton pairs, coupling respectively to Ne

R and Nµ
R ,

are considered as part of the `` j j final state, since no mixing between flavours is assumed. Left-
and right-handed weak gauge couplings are also defined to be equivalent (gL = gR).
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Figure 1: The KS process, for (a) the m
WR > m

NR case and (b) the m
NR > m

WR case.

In the minimal LRSM containing the type-I seesaw mechanism [6–9], NR neutrinos are Majorana
particles. The type-I seesaw mechanism accounts for the masses of the SM neutrinos by linking
(heavy) NR neutrinos and the SM neutrino masses through a mixing matrix. In this case, both the
SM neutrinos and the hypothetical NR neutrinos are required to be Majorana particles, allowing
lepton-number-violating processes, such as the KS process, to occur. In LRSM variants, including
the inverse seesaw mechanism [11–14], NR neutrinos are pseudo-Dirac particles1 (referred to in this
paper as “Dirac” particles for simplicity). For minimal versions of LRSMs containing the inverse
seesaw mechanism, lepton-number-violating processes are not expected [16]. The Majorana or
Dirac nature of the NR neutrino can be established by comparing the charges of the two final-state
leptons. If the NR neutrinos are Dirac particles, the leptons will always have opposite-sign (OS)
charges. However, if they are Majorana particles, the NR neutrinos are their own anti-particles,

1 A pseudo-Dirac particle is formed by two Majorana particles with identical masses [15].
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the weak interaction in the Standard Model (SM) and can introduce, depending on the form of the
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), and right-handed heavy
neutrinos (NR). A search for WR boson and NR neutrino production in a final state containing two
charged leptons and two jets (`` j j) with ` = e, µ is presented here. The exact process of interest is
the Keung–SenjanoviÊ (KS) process [10], shown in Figure 1. When the WR boson is heavier than
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NR case and (b) the m
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WR case.

In the minimal LRSM containing the type-I seesaw mechanism [6–9], NR neutrinos are Majorana
particles. The type-I seesaw mechanism accounts for the masses of the SM neutrinos by linking
(heavy) NR neutrinos and the SM neutrino masses through a mixing matrix. In this case, both the
SM neutrinos and the hypothetical NR neutrinos are required to be Majorana particles, allowing
lepton-number-violating processes, such as the KS process, to occur. In LRSM variants, including
the inverse seesaw mechanism [11–14], NR neutrinos are pseudo-Dirac particles1 (referred to in this
paper as “Dirac” particles for simplicity). For minimal versions of LRSMs containing the inverse
seesaw mechanism, lepton-number-violating processes are not expected [16]. The Majorana or
Dirac nature of the NR neutrino can be established by comparing the charges of the two final-state
leptons. If the NR neutrinos are Dirac particles, the leptons will always have opposite-sign (OS)
charges. However, if they are Majorana particles, the NR neutrinos are their own anti-particles,

1 A pseudo-Dirac particle is formed by two Majorana particles with identical masses [15].
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Figure 4: The 95% CL upper limits on the cross-section times acceptance times branching ratio into two jets as a
function of the mass of (a) q

⇤, (b) QBH, (c) W

0 and (d) W

⇤ signals. The expected upper limit and corresponding
±1� and ±2� uncertainty bands are also shown. These exclusion upper limits are obtained using the inclusive dijet
selection, with the selection described in the text and summarised in Table 1.
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• Quark sector:  analytic determination of V
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(VR)ij ' (VL)ij � i✏

(VL)ik(V
†
LmuVL)kj

mdk +mdj

long history
Zhang,  An, Ji, Mohapatra ’07 

R
4

the phase freedom in defining the usual CKM matrix in
the left sector.

A straightforward computation from (11) gives the
leading terms for the di↵erences between mixing angles

✓12R � ✓12L ' �sat2�
mt

ms
s23s13s� (14)

✓23R � ✓23L ' �sat2�
mt

mb

ms

mb
s12s13s� (15)

✓13R � ✓13L ' �sat2�
mt

mb

ms

mb
s12s23s� (16)

and similarly for the KM phases

�R � �L ' sat2�
mcc223 +mts223

ms
(17)

where, for simplicity, we defined sij = sin ✓Lij , cij =

cos ✓Lij and s� = sin �L. These are leading order terms,
more complete expressions for the angles were given
in [7], and the exact first order terms can readily be ob-
tained from (11).

It su�ces to change the signs of quark masses accord-
ingly to get all the other solutions. As shown below, the
absolute values of the mixing angle di↵erences are quite
stable under these transformations, while the KM phase
di↵erence varies somewhat.

Notice that the angle di↵erences vanish in the limit of
CKM phase �L going to zero. This follows from the fact
that in this limit, the first order terms in sat2� in (11) are
purely imaginary and thus a↵ect only the phases. From
the above formulas, it is evident that the angle di↵er-
ences are very small, suppressed by small CKM mixings.
Moreover, in the case of 2-3 and especially 1-3 mixing an-
gles there is an additional suppression of a small quark
mass ratio ms/mb that compensates for the large mt/mb

factor. As if there was a conspiracy in nature to keep the
symmetry between LH and RH mixing angles in a world
with broken parity.

In Fig. 1 we plot in red lines these first order results,
and with blue dots the numerical solutions of the exact
equation. The first order is an excellent approximation
and the agreement between the two is manifest through
the whole physical range of sat2� . Notice that the phase
di↵erence �R � �L is multiplied with the factor sin ✓13L .
The reason is that the phases �L and �R are always ac-
companied with sin ✓13L and sin ✓13R (which are practically
the same), respectively.

The crucial point, as we noticed, is that the di↵erences
of LH and RH mixing angles are always proportional to
another small LH mixings, which control their smallness.
From Fig. 1 it seems that this holds true in higher or-
ders of perturbation in sat2� and the proof comes from
a discussion of a non-realistic two generation situation.
Indeed, from (11), the di↵erence of left and right mixing
angles is zero, since VL is real. In [7] we showed that the
remarkable equality of ✓L and ✓R is actually exact in the
two-generation case, which then guarantees the smallness
of the mixing angles di↵erences at all orders.
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FIG. 1. The di↵erences between the right and left handed
mixing angles and the KM phases. The first order terms are
given by red lines, the blue dots denote numerical solutions of
the exact equation. The agreement is manifest in the entire
physical region sat2� . 0.54.

B. RH external phases.

First, we compute the external phases from (11) and
(13)

!1'�!3+sat2�

✓
mcc223+mts223

ms
�mdc212+mss212

2mu

◆
(18)

!2' �!3 ' sat2�
mt

2mb
(19)

!4'!3�sat2�

✓
c212

mcc223+mts223
ms

+s212
mcc223+mts223

2md

◆

(20)

!5' !3 � sat2� c
2
12
mcc223 +mts223

2ms
(21)

The expressions above are somewhat more precise that
what we gave in the previous Letter version of this work.
Unlike the expressions for the mixing angles and the KM
phases, the external phases depend strongly on the sign
transformations that connect di↵erent solutions. The
above formulas should be taken as an example with all
positive signs. It is straightforward to get more precise
and complete expressions for all the cases. There is one
subtlety to keep in mind: in some cases sign changes
make the phases start from ⇡ and not from zero, but
that is easy to figure out.

We plot these phases in Fig. 2. Again, the first order
results are shown in red, and the numerical results in
blue. Notice that in this case the results start diverging
for larger values sat2� & 0.03, which simply implies the
need for higher order terms in (11), as discussed below.

conspiracy of small 
mixings suppression

✏ = sat2�

justifies quoted limits on  
      - assume same L & R mixings

GS, Tello  1502.05704 (hep-ph)
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IV. CLASSIC ERA

So far so good. But what fields should be used for the
large scale of symmetry breaking?

In the original version [3–5] one opted for B � L = 1
LH and RH doublets, i.e. the doublets under SU(2)L and
SU(2)R groups respectively. It seemed a logical choice, a
LR extension of the SM Higgs doublet. Looking back, it
is hard to understand why for some years no alternative
was studied, since there was nothing special about this
choice. After all, we had already used the SU(2)L dou-
blets, in a form of a bi-doublet, in order to give masses
to charged fermions. The large scale Higgs sector deter-
mines the ratio of new gauge boson masses, WR and ZR

but why in the world should it mimic the SM situation
with W and Z? It is both instructive and amusing how
one gets sidetracked and confused at the beginnings.

In any case, one sat down to show that parity could be
broken spontaneously [4, 5]. The symmetry of the poten-
tial tells you immediately that there are only two possi-
bilities: (i) same vevs for LH and RH doublets, unaccept-
able; (ii) one of the two vevs vanishing, as required by
experiment. It was easy to show that there was the stable
minimum with only the RH doublet vev, and the task of
breaking the theory down to the SM was achieved [4, 5].

The main prediction of the model was a massive neu-
trino, a Dirac fermion just like the electron. So why in
the world was it so light?

V. MODERN ERA

So, the theory was prophetic in predicting neutrino
mass so early, years before experiment, but it seemed
to fail to account for its smallness [13]. It turned out
that the problem was not LR symmetric gauge group,
but simply the choice of the heavy Higgs sector. This let
to the with a version of the theory based on the seesaw
mechanism [14–16].

The main point was to chose the right Higgs in or-
der to make RH neutrino a heavy Majorana lepton, so
that it could mix with the LH one and give it in turn
a tiny mass. All that it required was to substitute dou-
blets by the appropriate triplets. In this way, the theory
led naturally to a Majorana neutrino and lepton num-
ber violation (LNV). In our paper [15], Mohapatra and I
emphasised this, and argued that the resulting LNV pro-
cess, the neutrinoless double decay [17], could be easily
generated by new RH sector, and not by small Majorana
neutrino mass. Yet, it is often claimed to this day that
this process is a direct probe of neutrino Majorana mass;
this is simply wrong. Btw, the idea of new physics being
possibly behind the neutrinoless double beta decay dates
back all the way to the late fifties [18].

Some years later Wai-Yee Keung [19] and I made a case
for an analog high-energy Lepton Number Violating pro-
cess, the production and the subsequent decay of the RH
neutrino. We realised that due to its Majorana nature,

the RH neutrino, once produced on-shell would decay
equally into a charged lepton and anti-lepton. This allows
to test and measure directly its Majorana nature, not just
indirectly through low energy e↵ective processes. Also,
besides the usual LNV conserving final state, one would
have direct LNV in the form of the same sign charged
di-leptons and (two) jets. This turns out to be a generic
property of any theory that leads to Majorana neutrino
and has become over the years the paradigm for LNV at
hadronic colliders, and today both CMS and ATLAS are
looking into it.
What follows is a brief, almost telegraphic review of

this subject. A reader that wishes to dig deeper can
consult more detailed recent overviews in [10, 20] or a
classic book on the subject [21], especially regarding the
neutrino stu↵.
In summary, the modern day version of the theory is

based on the seesaw mechanism. The Higgs sector con-
sists of the following multiplets [14, 15]: the bi-doublet
� of (7) and the SU(2)L,R triplets �L,R

�L,R =


�+/

p
2 �++

�0 ��+/
p
2

�

L,R

(8)

The first stage of symmetry breaking down to the SM
symmetry takes the following form [4, 5, 15]

h�0
Li = 0, h�0

Ri = vR (9)

with vR giving masses to the heavy charged and neutral
gauge bosons WR, ZR, right-handed neutrinos and all the
scalars except for the usual Higgs doublet (the light dou-
blet in the bi-doublet �). Next, the neutral components
of � develop vevs and break the SM symmetry down to
U(1)em

h�i = v diag(cos�,� sin�e�ia) (10)

where v is real and positive and � < ⇡/4, 0 < a < 2⇡.
In turn, �L develops a tiny induced vev h�Li /

v2/vR [22] which contributes directly to neutrino mass.
Its smallness is naturally controlled by a small quartic
coupling, sensitive only to the seesaw contribution [22].
I should stress that there is confusion to this day re-

garding the issue of naturalness of small vL, and it is
even argued that parity ought to be broken at the high
scale (with a gauge singlet) in order to make �L heavy
enough, and e↵ectively decouple it from the physics of
the LR theory. However, large scales only add a hierarchy
problem and thus make things worse. A small, protected
coupling is definitely more natural than a large ratio of
mass scales. Moreover, breaking parity through a singlet
vev is physically equivalent to the soft breaking, and is a
step backward towards the original formulation when it
was claimed that parity had to be broken softly.
The soft breaking (or the large scale spontaneous

breaking) alleviates the infamous domain wall prob-
lem [23] of spontaneously broken discrete symmetries,
but this may not be such a problem after all. It turns



 analog of SM for charged fermions �(h ! ff̄) / mhm
2
f

2

reading on.
(i) In the SM the Higgs boson decay rates are com-

pletely determined by the masses of particles in ques-
tion. This is crux of the Higgs mechanism, completed by
Weinberg [8] and GIM [9]. In particular, the one-to-one
correspondence between masses and Yukawa couplings of
charged fermions allows one to predict the Higgs boson
decays into fermion anti-fermion pairs

�(h ! ff̄) / mh

m2
f

M2
W

. (1)

This is what it means to understand the origin of particle
masses. One can worry why the masses are what they
are, but this question, if it is ever to be answered, comes
after one establishes their Higgs-Weinberg origin.

It is in this sense that the LR symmetric model is the
theory of neutrino mass, as will be discussed in section
VI. In direct analogy with (1) one can predict [6] the
Higgs decay into light and heavy neutrinos, or better,
the decay of heavy right-handed neutrino N (when it is
heavier than the Higgs) into the Higgs and light neutrino.
As an illustration, I give here the relevant expression [10]
for a simplified case described in the section VI

�(Ni ! h⌫j) / �ij m⌫i

m2
Ni

M2
W

. (2)

This would be hard to observe, needles to say; however,
there is an experimentally more accessible decay channel
of right-handed neutrino N into the W boson and charged
lepton [6, 10]

�(Ni ! W `j) / V 2
ijm⌫i

m2
Ni

M2
W

. (3)

where V is the PMNS leptonic mixing matrix.
In the general case the above expressions look some-

what more complicated, but all the essential features are
caught here. One has a complete analogy with the Stan-
dard Model situation regarding the charged fermions,
only now one has to know the (Majorana) masses and
mixings of left and right handed neutrinos separately.
More about it in the section VI.

(ii) The right-handed quark mixing matrix VR has a
simple approximate form [7] as a function of the usual
left-handed CKM matrix VL

(VR)ij ' (VL)ij � i✏
(VL)ik(V

†
LmuVL)kj

mdk +mdj

+O(✏2) (4)

where ✏ is a small unknown expansion parameter. It can
be shown that the left and right mixing angles are almost
the same, and right-handed phases depend only on VL

and ✏. A determined reader should go to the section VII
for more details and for some immediate consequences of
(4) regarding the right-handed mixing angles and phases.

The rest of this short review is organised as follows.
I first discuss the salient features of the theory in the

next section, and then try to give a historical develop-
ment that took one to the seesaw based version of the
model. Thus, in the section IV I go through the original
version of theory that had Dirac neutrinos and struggled
explaining why their masses were so small. The section
V is devoted to the modern version of the theory based
on the seesaw mechanism with naturally light Majorana
neutrinos. Next, I go over the issues (i) and (ii) above in
the sections VI and VII, respectively, before o↵ering an
outlook for the future. I end with an epilogue, in order to
make the presentation not only LR but also top-bottom
symmetric.

III. GENERIC FEATURES

The minimal LR symmetric theory is based on the
SU(2)L ⇥ SU(2)R ⇥ U(1)B�L gauge group, augmented
by the symmetry between the left and right sectors [2–5].
Quarks and leptons are then completely LR symmetric

qL,R =

✓
u
d

◆

L,R

, `L,R =

✓
⌫
e

◆

L,R

. (5)

Clearly, the LR symmetry says that if there is a LH
neutrino, there must be the RH one too and neutrino
cannot remain massless. A desire to cure the left-right
asymmetry of weak interactions lead automatically to
neutrino mass.
The formula for the electromagnetic charge be-

comes [11]

Qem = I3L + I3R +
B � L

2
. (6)

which trades the hard to recall hyper-charge of the SM
for B �L, the physical anomaly-free global symmetry of
the SM, now gauged. Both LR symmetry and the gauged
B � L require the presence of RH neutrinos.
LR symmetries. It is easy to verify that the only

realistic discrete LR symmetries, preserving the kinetic
terms, are P and C, the generalised parity and charge-
conjugation respectively, supplemented by the exchange
of the left and right SU(2) gauge groups (for a recent
discussion and references, see [12]).
Higgs sector. The analog of the SM Higgs doublet is

now a bi-doublet [3–5]

� =


�0
1 �+

2

��
1 ��0⇤

2

�
(7)

in order to provide masses for charged fermions. This
amounts to two SU(2)L doublets, but one of them ends
up being very heavy and e↵ectively decouples from low
energies [5]. In analogy with their charged partners neu-
trinos get Dirac mass.

MD = V ⇤
L

p
m⌫mNV †

L

illustrate VR = V ⇤
L

MD = MN

r
1

MN
M⌫

Nemevsek, GS, Tello  1211.2387 (hep-ph)

M⌫ = MD
1

MN
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LR = charge conjugation

MD = MT
DYD = Y T

D )

central result

(
1
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1
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M⌫
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a plethora of other processes in the scalar sector - 
all depend on MN and/or MD
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P: MD = M†
D

GS, Tello    1612.05503 (hep-ph)
LR = parity
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XX⇤ = OS OT O = orthogonal 

X = O
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with

all fixed as in the case of C 

symmetric

(when S = real)
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P: slightly more subtle

S = diag(s, s0, s
⇤)

S = diagonal, but can be complex - with the form

p
SET = E

p
S
⇤with

S = real  )

S = complex  ) E =

0

@
0 0 1
0 1 0
1 0 0

1

A

E = 1

X = O
p
SEO† EET = 1
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case of  small P breaking in the Dirac sector 
- leave for questions
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FIG. 9. Summary plot collecting all searches involving the KS process at LHC, in the electron channel. The green shaded
areas represent the LH sensitivity to the KS process at 300/fb, according to the present work. The rightmost reaching contour
represents the enhancement obtained by considering jet displacement.

Senjanović (KS) process [16], pp ! W

R

! `N ! ``jj.
The constraints from direct searches [31, 32], from flavour
changing processes [11, 14] and model perturbativity [12]
point to a scale of the new RH interaction which is now
at the fringe of the LHC reach, so the residual kinemati-
cally accessible range will be probed in the next year of
two.

In this work we reconsider this process and address
the regime of light N (m

N

. 100GeV) which leads [25]
to long lived RH neutrino and thus to displaced vertices
from its decay to a lepton and jets. This complements
previous studies and gives a comprehensive overview of
the collider reach covering the full parametric space.

To this aim, we classify the signatures resulting from
the KS process, depending on the RH neutrino mass, in
four regions: 1) the standard region where the final state

is ``jj, with half of the cases featuring same-sign leptons,
testifying the lepton number violation. 2) the merged
region, with lighter and more boosted N , in which its
decay products are typically merged in a single jet in-
cluding the secondary lepton. This results in a lepton
and a so called neutrino jet `j

N

. 3) the displaced region,
for m

N

⇠ 10 � 100GeV. in which the merged jet j

N

is originated from a N decay vertex at some apprecia-
ble displacement from the primary interaction, typically
from mm to 30 cm where the silicon tracking ends and
detection of displaced tracks becomes unfeasible; 4) the
invisible region, for m

N

. 40GeV, in which an appre-
ciable number of N decays happens outside the tracking
chambers of even the full detector, leading thus to a sig-
nature of a lepton plus missing energy, `E/.

We assessed the reach in all these regions by scanning

Nemevsek, Nesti, Popara   1801.05813 (hep-ph)

LHC reach

100 TeV collider reach

Ruiz  1703.04669 (hep-ph)



Summary

LRSM: self-contained & predictive theory of neutrino mass

�(h ! ff̄) / mhm
2
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SM - Higgs mechanism probe 
of charged fermions mass

2

reading on.
(i) In the SM the Higgs boson decay rates are com-

pletely determined by the masses of particles in ques-
tion. This is crux of the Higgs mechanism, completed by
Weinberg [8] and GIM [9]. In particular, the one-to-one
correspondence between masses and Yukawa couplings of
charged fermions allows one to predict the Higgs boson
decays into fermion anti-fermion pairs

�(h ! ff̄) / mh

m2
f

M2
W

. (1)

This is what it means to understand the origin of particle
masses. One can worry why the masses are what they
are, but this question, if it is ever to be answered, comes
after one establishes their Higgs-Weinberg origin.

It is in this sense that the LR symmetric model is the
theory of neutrino mass, as will be discussed in section
VI. In direct analogy with (1) one can predict [6] the
Higgs decay into light and heavy neutrinos, or better,
the decay of heavy right-handed neutrino N (when it is
heavier than the Higgs) into the Higgs and light neutrino.
As an illustration, I give here the relevant expression [10]
for a simplified case described in the section VI

�(Ni ! h⌫j) / �ij m⌫i

m2
Ni

M2
W

. (2)

This would be hard to observe, needles to say; however,
there is an experimentally more accessible decay channel
of right-handed neutrino N into the W boson and charged
lepton [6, 10]

�(Ni ! W `j) / V 2
ijm⌫i

m2
Ni

M2
W

. (3)

where V is the PMNS leptonic mixing matrix.
In the general case the above expressions look some-

what more complicated, but all the essential features are
caught here. One has a complete analogy with the Stan-
dard Model situation regarding the charged fermions,
only now one has to know the (Majorana) masses and
mixings of left and right handed neutrinos separately.
More about it in the section VI.

(ii) The right-handed quark mixing matrix VR has a
simple approximate form [7] as a function of the usual
left-handed CKM matrix VL

(VR)ij ' (VL)ij � i✏
(VL)ik(V

†
LmuVL)kj

mdk +mdj

+O(✏2) (4)

where ✏ is a small unknown expansion parameter. It can
be shown that the left and right mixing angles are almost
the same, and right-handed phases depend only on VL

and ✏. A determined reader should go to the section VII
for more details and for some immediate consequences of
(4) regarding the right-handed mixing angles and phases.

The rest of this short review is organised as follows.
I first discuss the salient features of the theory in the

next section, and then try to give a historical develop-
ment that took one to the seesaw based version of the
model. Thus, in the section IV I go through the original
version of theory that had Dirac neutrinos and struggled
explaining why their masses were so small. The section
V is devoted to the modern version of the theory based
on the seesaw mechanism with naturally light Majorana
neutrinos. Next, I go over the issues (i) and (ii) above in
the sections VI and VII, respectively, before o↵ering an
outlook for the future. I end with an epilogue, in order to
make the presentation not only LR but also top-bottom
symmetric.

III. GENERIC FEATURES

The minimal LR symmetric theory is based on the
SU(2)L ⇥ SU(2)R ⇥ U(1)B�L gauge group, augmented
by the symmetry between the left and right sectors [2–5].
Quarks and leptons are then completely LR symmetric

qL,R =

✓
u
d

◆

L,R

, `L,R =

✓
⌫
e

◆

L,R

. (5)

Clearly, the LR symmetry says that if there is a LH
neutrino, there must be the RH one too and neutrino
cannot remain massless. A desire to cure the left-right
asymmetry of weak interactions lead automatically to
neutrino mass.
The formula for the electromagnetic charge be-

comes [11]

Qem = I3L + I3R +
B � L

2
. (6)

which trades the hard to recall hyper-charge of the SM
for B �L, the physical anomaly-free global symmetry of
the SM, now gauged. Both LR symmetry and the gauged
B � L require the presence of RH neutrinos.
LR symmetries. It is easy to verify that the only

realistic discrete LR symmetries, preserving the kinetic
terms, are P and C, the generalised parity and charge-
conjugation respectively, supplemented by the exchange
of the left and right SU(2) gauge groups (for a recent
discussion and references, see [12]).
Higgs sector. The analog of the SM Higgs doublet is

now a bi-doublet [3–5]

� =


�0
1 �+

2

��
1 ��0⇤

2

�
(7)

in order to provide masses for charged fermions. This
amounts to two SU(2)L doublets, but one of them ends
up being very heavy and e↵ectively decouples from low
energies [5]. In analogy with their charged partners neu-
trinos get Dirac mass.

LRSM - Higgs mechanism probe 
of neutrino mass

link between LHC and low energy: double beta, LFV,…
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1
ICTP, Trieste, Italy

2
Jožef Stefan Institute, Ljubljana, Slovenia

3
SISSA, Trieste, Italy

4
Arnold Sommerfeld Center, LMU, München, Germany

(Dated: February 27, 2013)

Probing the origin of neutrino mass by disentangling the seesaw mechanism is one of the central
issues of particle physics. We address it in the minimal left-right symmetric model and show how
the knowledge of light and heavy neutrino masses and mixings su�ces to determine their Dirac
Yukawa couplings. This in turn allows one to make predictions for a number of high and low
energy phenomena, such as decays of heavy neutrinos, neutrinoless double beta decay, electric
dipole moments of charged leptons and neutrino transition moments. We also discuss a way of
reconstructing the neutrino Dirac Yukawa couplings at colliders such as the LHC.

I. Introduction. In the Standard Model (SM) all par-
ticles get their masses from the vacuum. This profound
mechanism can be verified through the decays of the
Higgs-Weinberg boson [1, 2], apparently found by CMS
and ATLAS [3]. In particular, to every charged fermion
of mass mf corresponds a unique (Dirac) Yukawa cou-
pling, which implies the following branching ratio

�
�
h ! ff

� / m2
f . (1)

What about neutrinos? Being neutral, they could be
described by real Majorana spinors of mass m⌫ [4]. This
happens naturally in the seesaw mechanism when one
adds heavy right-handed (RH) neutrinos of mass mN to
the SM [5]. However, even if one were able to measure
both light and heavy neutrino masses and light neutrino
mixing matrix VL, the Dirac couplings still could not be
unambiguously determined [6, 7]. This is evident from
the expression for the neutrino Dirac yukawa couplings:

MD = i
p
mNO

p
m⌫V

†
L , (2)

where O is an arbitrary orthogonal complex matrix.
Thus no prediction analogous to (1) can be made for
neutrinos. The portion of parameter space where the
imaginary components of the Euler angles parametrizing
O are large, leads to large ⌫ � N mixing and the origin
of neutrino mass is hidden from the processes that could
probe it.

The question is what happens in a more fundamental
theory, such as the left-right (LR) symmetric model, in-
troduced in order to understand the origin of parity vio-
lation [8]. Historically, this model led to neutrino masses
long before the experiment and also to the seesaw mech-
anism [9, 10].

We show that once the mass matrix of heavy neutrinos
is measured, the relation between heavy and light neutri-
nos can be made definite in the usual manner: one first
measures the particle masses and mixing before predict-
ing Yukawa couplings. The KS [11] production process
of heavy neutrinos allows one to measure their masses
and flavour composition and determine their Majorana
nature [12]. The theory then predicts the Dirac Yukawa

couplings which can in principle be measured at the LHC.
This amounts to probing the origin of neutrino mass,
in complete analogy with the Higgs-Weinberg program
for the charged fermions and gauge bosons.Moreover, it
sheds light on neutrinoless double beta decay and lepton
dipole moments.

II. The Minimal LR Model. The minimal left-
right symmetric model (LRSM) is based on the gauge
group SU(2)L ⌦ SU(2)R ⌦ U(1)B�L, augmented by a
LR symmetry which implies equality of gauge couplings
gL = gR ⌘ g. Fermions come in LR symmetric doublet
representations QL,R = (u, d)L,R and LL,R = (⌫, `)L,R

and the relevant charged gauge interactions are

Lgauge =
gp
2

⇣
⌫LV

†
L
/WLeL +NRV

†
R
/WReR

⌘
+ h.c.. (3)

The Higgs sector consists [9] of a complex bi-doublet
�(2, 2, 0) and two triplets�L(3, 1, 2) and�R(1, 3, 2) with
quantum numbers referring to the LR gauge group.
In the seesaw picture the Majorana neutrino mass ma-

trix is given by [13]

M⌫ = ML �MT
D

1

MN
MD, (4)

where MD is the neutrino Dirac mass matrix, while
ML / M2

WL
/MWR and MN / MWR are the symmetric

Majorana mass matrices of left- and right-handed neutri-
nos, respectively. The above formula connects the small-
ness of neutrino mass to the scale of parity restoration at
high energies.
It is crucial that there be new physical phenomena that

allow to probe directly1 the Majorana nature of RH neu-
trinos and determine their masses and mixings from ex-
periment [11], as discussed in the following section.

1 In case RH neutrinos are too light to be probed at the LHC, one
may still determine indirectly their masses and mixings as in the
case when the lightest one is the warm dark matter [14].
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We opt for charge conjugation C as LR symmetry, with
the fields transforming as fL $ (fR)c, � ! �T and
�L $ �⇤

R (the case of parity will be discussed else-
where). The mass matrices then satisfy

ML =
vL
vR

MN , (5)

MD = MT
D , (6)

where vR ⌘ h�0
Ri sets the large scale (e.g.: MWR = g vR)

and vL ⌘ h�0
Li is naturally suppressed by the large scale

and can be shown that vL  O(10 GeV) [15]. For the
complex issues related to determining vL, we refer the
reader to [16].

In the case of C, there is a theoretical lower bound on
the LR scale MWR & 2.5 TeV [17, 18], coming essentially
from K�K mixing. It is noteworthy that direct searches
for WR at LHC are now probing this scale [19, 20].

III. From Majorana to Dirac. The above seesaw for-
mula seemingly obfuscates the connection between heavy
and light neutrinos and common lore was that this con-
nection cannot be unravelled [6]. However, since the
Dirac mass matrix must be symmetric, it can be obtained
directly from (4)

MD = MN

r
vL
vR

� 1

MN
M⌫ , (7)

and thereby one can determine the mixing between
light and heavy neutrinos. The square root of an
n-dimensional matrix always has 2n discrete solutions
which can be found in [21] (ambiguities might arise in
singular points of the parameter space).

The above expression o↵ers a unified picture of the
low energy phenomena such as lepton flavour violation,
lepton number violation through the neutrinoless double
beta decay, electric dipole moments of charged leptons,
neutrino transition moments, neutrino oscillations and
neutrino cosmology. Some examples are discussed be-
low, while the rest will be dealt with in a forthcoming
publication.

It should be mentioned that the determination of the
RH neutrino mass matrix as a function of the Dirac
Yukawa coupling was studied before in [22, 23]. This
approach requires additional theoretical structure such
as quark lepton symmetry and SO(10) unified theories
[23].

Here we wish to show, on the contrary, that without
any new assumption the LRSM is a complete theory of
neutrino masses and mixings, in the sense that the mea-
surements of the heavy sector at colliders can determine
and inter-connect the low energy phenomena, including
those which proceed via Dirac Yukawa couplings. Thus
our program is in the same spirit as the SM: to pre-
dict the couplings with the Higgs-Weinberg boson as a
function of the basic fermion properties such as masses
and gauge mixings. It may take a long time before these
Dirac Yukawa couplings are measured; the essential point

is the capacity of the theory to relate them to the basic
measurable quantities.

On the absence of ambiguity of MD. As expressed
in (2), in the conventional seesaw mechanism MD is un-
determined. On the other hand, in this case (equivalent
to setting vL = 0 in (7)), one gets

MD = iMN

q
M�1

N M⌫ . (8)

The crucial point here is that MD is symmetric and from
this requirement the matrix O can be shown to be fixed
in terms of physical parameters m⌫ ,mN , VL and VR (un-
like in the case of seesaw in the SM, VR is a physical
parameter as defined in (3))

O =
p
mN

q
m�1

N V †
RV

⇤
Lm⌫V

†
LV

⇤
R V T

R VL

p
m�1

⌫ . (9)

As can be seen from above, the elements of O take at
most values of order one. Moreover, this parametrisation
o↵ers an alternative method of computing MD which will
be discussed elsewhere.
The case with nonzero vL is completely analogous (see

[24]) and similarly, the matrix O is a function of physical
observables only.

MN from LHC. The mass matrix of light neutrinos

M⌫ = V ⇤
Lm⌫V

†
L (10)

is being probed by low energy experiments, while the one
of heavy neutrinos2

MN = VRmNV T
R (11)

on the other hand, can be determined at high energy
colliders through the KS reaction [11]. This amounts to
producing WR at the usual Drell-Yan resonance, with
a reach of 5.8 TeV for WR mass and 3.4 TeV for the
N mass at the LHC [25, 26]. One can also verify the
chirality of the new charged gauge boson [25, 27]. Unlike
in the case of WL, where neutrinos act as missing energy,
here the decays of heavy RH neutrinos lead to a lepton
number violating final state of two same-sign leptons and
two jets. Moreover, one can directly probe the Majorana
nature of RH neutrinos through their equal branching
ratios into charged leptons and anti-leptons [11]. Due to
the absence of missing energy in the final state, one can
fully reconstruct the heavy neutrino masses mN from the
invariant mass of one of the leptons and two jets in the
final state [17, 19], together with mixings VR by tagging
the flavour of the final state leptons [28].
While waiting for the LHC to provide this information,

the reader may find it useful to have a simple working
example

VR = V ⇤
L . (12)

2 The mass matrix of charged leptons, being symmetric, can be
taken diagonal without loss of generality.

C:

P:

M⇤
⌫ =

v⇤L
vR

�MD
1

M⇤
N

M⇤
D

v⇤L
vR

� 1p
MN

M⇤
⌫

1p
MN

= XX⇤

general case - non zero vL 
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Ri sets the large scale (e.g.: MWR = g vR)

and vL ⌘ h�0
Li is naturally suppressed by the large scale

and can be shown that vL  O(10 GeV) [15]. For the
complex issues related to determining vL, we refer the
reader to [16].

In the case of C, there is a theoretical lower bound on
the LR scale MWR & 2.5 TeV [17, 18], coming essentially
from K�K mixing. It is noteworthy that direct searches
for WR at LHC are now probing this scale [19, 20].

III. From Majorana to Dirac. The above seesaw for-
mula seemingly obfuscates the connection between heavy
and light neutrinos and common lore was that this con-
nection cannot be unravelled [6]. However, since the
Dirac mass matrix must be symmetric, it can be obtained
directly from (4)

MD = MN

r
vL
vR

� 1

MN
M⌫ , (7)

and thereby one can determine the mixing between
light and heavy neutrinos. The square root of an
n-dimensional matrix always has 2n discrete solutions
which can be found in [21] (ambiguities might arise in
singular points of the parameter space).

The above expression o↵ers a unified picture of the
low energy phenomena such as lepton flavour violation,
lepton number violation through the neutrinoless double
beta decay, electric dipole moments of charged leptons,
neutrino transition moments, neutrino oscillations and
neutrino cosmology. Some examples are discussed be-
low, while the rest will be dealt with in a forthcoming
publication.

It should be mentioned that the determination of the
RH neutrino mass matrix as a function of the Dirac
Yukawa coupling was studied before in [22, 23]. This
approach requires additional theoretical structure such
as quark lepton symmetry and SO(10) unified theories
[23].

Here we wish to show, on the contrary, that without
any new assumption the LRSM is a complete theory of
neutrino masses and mixings, in the sense that the mea-
surements of the heavy sector at colliders can determine
and inter-connect the low energy phenomena, including
those which proceed via Dirac Yukawa couplings. Thus
our program is in the same spirit as the SM: to pre-
dict the couplings with the Higgs-Weinberg boson as a
function of the basic fermion properties such as masses
and gauge mixings. It may take a long time before these
Dirac Yukawa couplings are measured; the essential point

is the capacity of the theory to relate them to the basic
measurable quantities.

On the absence of ambiguity of MD. As expressed
in (2), in the conventional seesaw mechanism MD is un-
determined. On the other hand, in this case (equivalent
to setting vL = 0 in (7)), one gets

MD = iMN

q
M�1

N M⌫ . (8)

The crucial point here is that MD is symmetric and from
this requirement the matrix O can be shown to be fixed
in terms of physical parameters m⌫ ,mN , VL and VR (un-
like in the case of seesaw in the SM, VR is a physical
parameter as defined in (3))

O =
p
mN

q
m�1

N V †
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R V T
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As can be seen from above, the elements of O take at
most values of order one. Moreover, this parametrisation
o↵ers an alternative method of computing MD which will
be discussed elsewhere.
The case with nonzero vL is completely analogous (see

[24]) and similarly, the matrix O is a function of physical
observables only.

MN from LHC. The mass matrix of light neutrinos

M⌫ = V ⇤
Lm⌫V

†
L (10)

is being probed by low energy experiments, while the one
of heavy neutrinos2

MN = VRmNV T
R (11)

on the other hand, can be determined at high energy
colliders through the KS reaction [11]. This amounts to
producing WR at the usual Drell-Yan resonance, with
a reach of 5.8 TeV for WR mass and 3.4 TeV for the
N mass at the LHC [25, 26]. One can also verify the
chirality of the new charged gauge boson [25, 27]. Unlike
in the case of WL, where neutrinos act as missing energy,
here the decays of heavy RH neutrinos lead to a lepton
number violating final state of two same-sign leptons and
two jets. Moreover, one can directly probe the Majorana
nature of RH neutrinos through their equal branching
ratios into charged leptons and anti-leptons [11]. Due to
the absence of missing energy in the final state, one can
fully reconstruct the heavy neutrino masses mN from the
invariant mass of one of the leptons and two jets in the
final state [17, 19], together with mixings VR by tagging
the flavour of the final state leptons [28].
While waiting for the LHC to provide this information,

the reader may find it useful to have a simple working
example
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L . (12)

2 The mass matrix of charged leptons, being symmetric, can be
taken diagonal without loss of generality.
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Schechter-Valle “theorem”:
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Figure 1: Contribution of the Black Box operator to the Majorana neutrino mass [9].

Then, it is possible to draw the diagram in Fig. 1, so that neutrinoless double beta decay
induces a non-zero effective Majorana mass for the electron neutrino, no matter which is the
underlying mechanism of the decay. The Black Box is nothing but an effective operator for
neutrinoless double beta decay which arises from some underlying New Physics. The first
assumption is necessary to ensure that two identical neutrinos are created. This can be seen
in the following way [10]: We do not know anything about the chirality of the electrons and
quarks produced by neutrinoless double beta decay. However, this assumption guarantees
that we can make the particles running in the loops in Fig. 1 left-handed, by mass insertion
if necessary. Thus the standard left-handed interaction from the second assumption produces
the same type of neutrino at both vertices. Otherwise it would be possible that a neutrino
and an antineutrino are created, which would give a Dirac mass term.

Note, however, that the diagram in Fig. 1 is certainly not the only one that generates a
non-zero effective Majorana mass for the electron neutrino. Other tree and loop diagrams
exist and in addition the physical neutrino masses depend also on Dirac mass terms. Further-
more, there may even be cancellations between different Majorana contributions which are
induced by the Black Box diagram(s). This may appear as a fine-tuning, but the observed
fermion mass patterns suggest that symmetries which explain these patterns may exist, and
such symmetries could also lead to non-trivial cancellations. Taking into account this possi-
bility of cancellations, Takasugi [10] and Nieves [11] improved the argument of Schechter and
Valle [9], and showed that there cannot be a continuous or discrete symmetry protecting a
vanishing Majorana mass to all orders in perturbation theory. We will follow the arguments
of Takasugi [10] here. He assumed an unbroken discrete symmetry protecting the Majorana
neutrino mass (the η’s are global phase factors):

νeL → ηννeL, eL → ηeeL, qL → ηqqL (q = u, d), W+µ
L → ηWW+µ

L . (1)

To forbid the Majorana mass term, we need to have

η2ν ̸= 1 , (2)

and the invariance of the left-handed interaction requires

η∗νηeηW = η∗uηdηW = 1 . (3)

However, the existence of 0νββ (that is, the process dL + dL → uL + uL + eL + eL) implies

η2uη
∗2
d η

2
e = 1 . (4)

It is easy to see that Eqs. (2), (3), and (4) cannot be solved simultaneously. Thus, if
the Majorana mass term is forbidden by an unbroken discrete symmetry, there will be no

2

implies neutrino Majorana mass

 effectively = o

  - probe of neutrino (Majorana) mass0⌫2�

0⌫2�
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